
Washoe County
Business License Process

For a business located in the unincorporated County

Start licensing process to obtain 
Washoe County business license

Start process to obtain required non-
County business license forms

Process complete
Non-County forms obtained

Washoe County business license 
application process

State of Nevada and outside 
agency forms

File application with Nevada 
Secretary of State

Obtain Taxation Certificate from 
Nevada Taxation Department

Provide proof of worker’s 
compensation from NDBI

State agency database and files 
updated

Fictitious Name 
Certificate – County Clerk

Collect monies and print receipt

Completed business 
license application

Review application for 
completeness

Agency approval sheet completed 
and provided to applicant

Return to Business License to 
complete process

Forms needed to
complete application

Agency inspections and/or 
approvals (with conditions) as 

needed by license type or location

Applicant
obtains

Fire agencies (3)

Building & Safety

Planning/Zoning

Health District

Utilities

GID

Applicant returns approval sheet to 
Business License

Home-based 
business?

Applicant sign home-
based business regs

Yes

No

Liquor 
license?

Applicant completes fingerprint 
and permission forms

Sheriff’s Office takes 
fingerprints

Applicant returns validated form to 
Business License

Background investigation results 
received from Sheriff’s Office

Yes

Gaming 
license?

No

30-90 days

Applicant provides copy 
of NV gaming license Yes

No

$75 first year license fee

Liquor or gaming fees if 
needed

Receipt serves as temporary 
license

Process complete
License mailed to applicant

Permits Plus database and 
license file updated

Approved

Review by  Business License for 
disqualifying convictions

Liquor licenses only

Temporary liquor license revoked
Appeal possible

Not
approved

Start or Stop

Process begins – Customer completes the following steps

Alternative processing – on line processing is an option

Stored data – information filed and/or electronically stored

Manual process – customer must be present to complete this step

Manual process – agency requires customer to be present

Decision point in process

Non-County business
license forms required

Articles of Incorporation from 
Nevada Secretary of State

Go to local 
agency

 


